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	Theory of Knowledge is an interdisciplinary course that that asks students to reflect on what they know and how know it. Students engage in intellectual conversation, prepare presentations relevant to course content, and write regularly about a range of subject-specific material. The purpose of TOK is to force students to THINK, with the intention of molding them into well-rounded, open-minded, critically thinking lifelong learners. 
	[image: image1.jpg]





OBJECTIVES
Throughout the two-year course students in the Theory of Knowledge (TOK) program will develop thinking skills that will enable them to: 

· Develop an understanding of why critically examining knowledge claims is important;
  

· Develop the capacity to evaluate beliefs and knowledge claims;
  

· Make interdisciplinary connections;
  

· Become aware of the interpretative nature of knowledge, including personal and ideological biases;
  

· Consider that knowledge may place responsibilities on the knower - “With great power comes great responsibility” [Spiderman’s uncle];
  

· Understand the strengths and limitations of individual and cultural perspectives; and
  

· Demonstrate an understanding of the strengths and limitations of the various Ways of Knowing and of the methods used in the different Areas of Knowledge; 

· Make connections between personal experience and different Ways of Knowing and Areas of Knowledge;


· Identify values underlying judgments and knowledge claims pertinent to local and global issues; and


· Develop the capacity to identify knowledge claims and form knowledge questions. 

IB ASSESSMENT: 

The student’s final grade will be assessed by the IB Organization based on two deliverables, both of which will be due in Year 2:

TOK Essay (67%):  A 1600-word essay that answers one of six questions that will be published in Autumn 2018. To answer these questions, students must draw upon what they have learned in TOK, knowledge gained in other classes or activities, and their own personal experiences, beliefs and judgments.
TOK Presentation (33%):  Each student will plan and deliver a 10-minute presentation to the class.  The presentation will describe a real-life situation of interest to the student (these can be personal/local, national or international), identify knowledge questions implied by the situation, and use what the student has learned in class to discuss the situation and knowledge questions.
These two deliverables will be assessed based on official IB rubrics which are available in the official IB Theory of Knowledge guidebook (available on Managebac or the blog).  

WISS ASSESSMENT:

In class, every day, you are expected to:







      THINK

 LISTEN

         SHARE

Each quarter/semester, your WISS grade will be based on:

Your TOK Journal
TOK journals are intended to give students an opportunity to reflect on readings and class discussions and to develop their analysis of the “problems of knowledge” in new and thought-provoking ways. After all, writing is thinking on paper! Journal entries should be recorded in Managebac.  If you prefer to write in a notebook, that is acceptable as long as you scan your work and place it in Managebac.

There are two required components in your journal:

· Assignments:  Once per (6-day) class cycle, you will be given a specific assignment to complete.  These will be graded based on the Journal Entry rubric.  Some assignments will be based on a specific question, while others will allow more freedom. 
· Real World Reflections:  At least once per class cycle, you must reflect on how what you have learned in class applies to a real-world experience or situation.  These entries are a means for you to record real-world applications for each topic. (This is very important for your essay and presentation.)  They will not be graded according to the rubric, but failure to record these entries will lead to a penalty assessed on your overall TOK Journal grade.  
Journals are intended to be reflective in nature and to provide new insights into the information discussed in class. If you are unclear about the classroom conversations, the journal space is one where you can raise specific questions that you may have in an attempt to better understand the material. Journals that are simply transcripts of classroom activity are not very useful and will not receive good grades. 
Class Participation 
Once every two weeks, one class will be chosen and class participation graded.  The grade will be based on the Class Participation rubric.  This rubric includes preparation for class, willingness to participate, and the value of contribution to class discussions. Note that asking good questions is just as valuable as making insightful comments. You will not know in advance which class is being graded, so you must be prepared and participate in every class.
Additional Assessments 
Two or three times a quarter, there will be a short quiz or other in-class assignment to assess knowledge of topics covered in class.  As the year progresses, there will also be assessments to provide practice with the skills necessary to succeed with the TOK essay and presentation.
Weighting

Each individual assessment will be weighted equally.  Given the frequency of each type of assessment, this means that the approximate weighting of each category of assessment is:
· Journal entries:  50%

· Class participation:  25%

· Additional assessments: 25%

SCHEDULE OF TOPICS
The course will start with an overview of the Theory of Knowledge and a first discussion of whether our knowledge of the world is reliable.
Thereafter, an important element of the course will be to introduce the student to different Ways of Knowing and how knowledge is understood/created in different Areas of Knowledge (WOKs and AOKs; see TOK Guide).  However, instead of addressing each of these WOKs and AOKs in turn, we will use them to investigate a number of “Big Questions”.  For each Big Question, we will draw upon two or more Ways of Knowing or Areas of Knowledge to help us answer the question.

The first few Big Questions will be:

· Can we trust our immediate knowledge of the world? (WOKs - Sensory Perception, Memory; AOK – Natural Sciences)

· What is knowledge for, and how can we assess its value? (AOKs – Natural Sciences, Indigenous Knowledge)
· How do different ways of knowing and areas of knowledge interlink? (WOKs – Reason, Emotion; AOKs – the Arts, Ethics)

